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COST OF LIVING — REGIONAL WESTERN AUSTRALIA 

23. Mr M. McGOWAN to the Minister for Regional Development: 

I refer to the ―Regional Price Index 2011‖ report, which was released by the minister’s department and shows 

that the cost of living in parts of regional Western Australia is 37 per cent higher than the cost of living in the 

metropolitan area.  

(1) Given that rents in Port Hedland were approximately $1 200 a week in 2008 and have jumped to more 

than $2 000 a week in three and a half years, as revealed in the Pilbara Development Commission report 

―Pilbara Housing & Land Snapshot Residential & Commercial: Quarter Ending December 2011‖, can 

the minister confirm that he has failed to alleviate cost-of-living pressures in the regions?  

(2) Does the minister take any responsibility for the massive increase in rents that families in the Pilbara 

continue to face?  

(3) Why has the minister allowed rentals and housing costs to explode on his watch? 

Mr B.J. GRYLLS replied: 

(1)–(3) We are very glad that when we came to government, we started to plan for some growth in the Pilbara. 

It may have been evident to the previous government that that was going to happen, but it never made 

that start. We have done things such as settle native title, which allows for more blocks to be released. 

We have put extra resources into planning to allow for the town planning schemes to be amended so 

that we can bring on more high-density development. That work allowed us to announce last week 322 

new units of high-density accommodation in the South Hedland CBD to accommodate the workforce of 

the growing Pilbara region.  

I am glad that the member raised the regional price index, because the only reason that there is a 

regional price index is that we made sure it happened. The Labor government ignored the fact that 

prices were spiralling out of control in the north west and did nothing about it. We created the regional 

price index because we wanted to make sure that district allowances could match what the regional 

price index showed. When the Labor Party was in government, it gave government employees a district 

allowance of about $5 000 if they worked in the Pilbara, but the Liberal–National government, off the 

back of the regional price index, has lifted the district allowance to $15 000.  

Mr M. McGowan: Where is the free rent? You broke your promise!  

Mr B.J. GRYLLS: I am happy to talk about the free rent, because we worked out that if we gave employees the 

choice between a $15 000 district allowance—up from $5 000—or free rent, every single one of them would be 

massively better off accepting the increase in district allowance. 

So I apologise profusely for breaking the promise by giving more support and more resources to the government 

employees in the Pilbara! 

Mr M. McGowan interjected. 

Mr B.J. GRYLLS: No, no. The Leader of the Opposition spoke about the Pilbara. He referred to the Pilbara in 

his question. He has to go up there and spend his time trying to get an understanding of how this government — 

Several members interjected. 

The SPEAKER: Thank you, members! Member for Albany, I formally call you to order for the first time today. 

Mr B.J. GRYLLS: So, members opposite, just think about this: this government has given $15 000 district 

allowances to workers in the Pilbara; the former government gave $5 000. So let us really understand cost-of-

living pressures when it comes to this. In terms of housing — 

Mr T.G. Stephens: What about the teachers? 

Mr B.J. GRYLLS: At the moment, I think the teachers have essentially just been passed by the other 

government workers, because the teachers used to be about $5 000 or $6 000 in front of other government 

workers. With this decision, because teachers are on a different plan—they are currently getting about $13 000 

and other government — 

Dr E. Constable: Almost $15 000. 

Mr B.J. GRYLLS: Almost $15 000. But the member is right; teachers are between $1 000 and $2 000 worse off 

than other government employees. Again, that is because we have done the regional price index and reflected it. 

So, if the opposition’s argument has moved and it is saying that teachers are now getting only $13 000, when the 



Extract from Hansard 

[ASSEMBLY — Wednesday, 22 February 2012] 

 p218b-219a 

Mr Mark McGowan; Mr Brendon Grylls 

 [2] 

former government never used to do that, and that the rest of the government employees are getting $15 000, 

when the former government never used to do that, I am happy for it to argue that. 

The other thing that we have done is make a massive increase in investment in community infrastructure in the 

region and a massive increase in land availability. It is difficult, it is tough, but we are rolling it out. Most 

importantly for the people of Port Hedland, I think that today or tomorrow we will be announcing in the Osprey 

subdivision, under the Department of Housing, a request for a proposal for 300 units of accommodation, which 

will be subsidised accommodation for the service workers of that community. Just as we have done in Karratha, 

where we have 100 units of accommodation subsidised for the service workers of Karratha, today or tomorrow 

we will announce that there will be 300 units of exactly the same accommodation in Port Hedland to make sure 

that the people working in the not-for-profit sector and in small businesses and the people who cannot afford 

those high rents have an option. Our record in the Pilbara is very, very strong, and I am looking forward to 

seeing who the candidates who put their hand up for the Pilbara actually are. 

 


